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Anecdotes of the South Sea Company in 1720. 


From Gibbon’s Memoirs of his own Life. ] 


Comm ifioners of the Cuftome; he fat at that board 
with Prior: But the merchant was better qualified for his 
ftation than the poet; fince Lord Bolingbroke has been heard 
to declar«, that he had never converlfed witha man, who more 
Gad anlesoet the commerce and finances of England. 
In the year 1716,he was cle&ted one of the Diredors of the 
South Sea Company 3 and his books exhibited the proof that, 
before his acceptarice of this fatal office, he had acquired an 
independent fortune of 60,000). 

But his fortune was overwhelmed in the fhipwreck of the 
year twenty, and the labours of thirty years were blaited in a 
fingleday. Of the ufe or abufe of the South Sea {cheme, of 


NV R. EDWARD GIBBON was appointed one of the 


the guilt or innocence of my grandfather and iis brother Di 
reciors, [am neither a yn aigs wt nor a difinterelted judge. 
Yet the equity of modern times mult condema the violent and 
arbitrary proceedings, which would have dilgraced the caule of 


juftice, and would cender i injuftice ftill more odious, No 
fooner had the nation awakene 7 rom its golden dream, thana 


popular and even a parliamentary cla.:our demanded their 
victims : But it was acknowledved on all fides that the South 
Sea Dire€tuis, however guilty, could not be touched by any 
known laws of the land. 

Von. XXVIII. 707. re | The 














202 TH 
The fpeech of Lord Molefworth, the author of the * State 
of. Denmark,” may fhew the temper, or rather - intempe- 
rance, of the Houfe of Commons, “ Extraordinary crimes 
ent Whig) call aloud for extraordinary 
remedies, “The Roman law-givers had not forefeen the poffible 
exiltence of a parricide : But as foonas the firft moniter ape 
tery he was fown ina fack, and caft headlong into the river; 
and I fhallbe content to inflict the fame treatment on the 
uthors of our prefent ruin His motion was not literally 
ad wey ; but a billof pains and penalties was introduced, 
rétro-active ftatute, to puniih.the offences, which did not exift 
at the time they were committed, Such a pernicious violation 
* liberty and law can be excufe d only by the moft imperious 
ity 3 nor could it be defended on this occafon by the plea 
of impending danger or uleful exam : 

The legiflature reftrained the perfons of the Direétors, 
impofed an exo: bitant fecurity for ‘the sir appearance, and marked 
t racters with a previous note of ignominy: They were 
compelled to deliver upon oath, the itrict value of their 
eitates: And were diladled from making any transfer or 
alienation of any part of their property. Againft a bill of 
pains and penalties it is the common right of every fubjec to 
be heard by his counfel at the bar: They prayed to be heard; 
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s refufed; and th 


r prayer wa leit opprefiors, who required no 
evidence, \ l no d stences It had been ae firft 
propofed that ¢ of their refpective eftates thould be 
ali 





allowed for the future fupport of the Dircétors ; but it was 
fly urged, that in the various fhades of opulence and 
guile fuch an unequal proportion would be too light for many, 
and for fome might pofli iy be too heavy. 
racter an d conduct of each man were feparately 
but, i nftend of. the calm folemnity of a judicial 
rtut eand honour of ar seede and thirty Englithmen 
> topic of haity converfation, the {port of a law- 
lefs majority 5 and the bafett member of | the committee, by a 
malicious word or a filent vote, might indulge his general 
{pleen or perfonal animofi be. sory “ a A mp by infele 
pieen or it} y was aggravated by 2 
and infult was embittered by pleafantry. Allowances of 
twenty pounds, or one fhilling, were facetioufly moved. A 
vague report that a Diretor had formerly been concerned in 
another projec, by which fome unknown perfons had loft their 
money, was admicted proof of bis actual guilt. One man 
d pt a foolilh {peeci, that his horfes 
fheuld feed upon gold; another becaufe he was grown fo 
proud, 






































~~ = 


~- =e oS Ve 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 203 


proud, that, one day at the Treafury, he had refufed a civil anfwer 
to perfons much above him. All were condemned, abfent and 
unheard, in arbitrary fines and forfeitures, which fwept away 
the greateft part of their fubftance. 

Such bold oppreffion can fcarcely be fhielded by the omni- 
potence of Parliament: And yet it may be ferioufly queftioned, 
whether the judges of the South Sea Directors were the true 
and legal reprefentatives of their country. The firft Parlia- 
ment of George the Firfthad been chofen (1715) for three 
years: The term had elapfed, their truft was expired; and the 
four additional years (1718—1722) during which they cons 
tinued to fit, were derived not from the people, but from theme 
felves ; from the ftronz meafure of the feptennia! bill, which 
can only be paralleled by d/ferar di configlo of the Venetiaa 
hiftory. Yet candour will own that to the fame Parliament 
every Englifhman is deeply indebted : The feptennial act, fo 
vicious in its origin, has been fanctioned by time, experience, and 
the national confent. Its firft operation fecured the houfe of Ha- 
nover on the throne, and its permanent influence maintains the 
peace and ftability of Government. As often asa repeal has 
been moved in the Houle of Commons, I have given ia its 
defence a clear and confcientious vote. 

My grandfather could not expect to be treated with more 
lenity than his companions. His Tory principles and connec 
tions rendered him obnoxious to the ruling powers :. His name 
is reported in a fulpicious fecret 5 and his well-known abilities 
could not plead the excufe of ignorance or error. In the firft 
proceedings againft the South Sea Dire&tors, Mr. Gibbon is 
one of the few who were taken into cuftody ; and, in the final 
fentence, the meafure of his fine proclaims him eminently 
guilty. The total eftimate which he delivered on vath to the 
Houle of Commons amounted to one hundred and fix thoufand 
five hundred and forty-three pounds five (billings and fix; 
exclufive of antecedent fettiements. Two di 
ances of fifteen and of ten thoufand pounds were moved for 
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Mr. Givbon ; but, on the quettion being put, it was carried 
without a divifion for the {maller fum. On thefe ruins, with 
she {kill and credit, of which Parliament had not been able to 
defpoil him, my grandfather ata mature age erected the cdifice 
of ancwfortune: The labours of fixtcen years were amply 
rewarded; and I have reafon to believe that the fecond ftructure 
was not much inferior to the firit. He had realized a y cry 
contiderable property in Suflex, Hampthire, Buck.nshanthire, 
and the New River Company 5 and had acquired a fpacious 
2 EH yA houie, 
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houfe *, with gardens and lands, at Putney,.in Surry, where he 
, 5 > 73 
refided in decent hofpitality. 


* Since inhabited by Mr. Wood, Sir John Shelley, the Duke 
of Norfolk, &c. 











Ox DWARFS and GIANTS. 


[From a late Publication of Mr. John Payne’s, entitled ** Geo- 
graphical Extra&s.’”] 
Oo 


if te ancients fuppofed that a race of men of diminutive 

ftature compofed a peculiar nation. Homer gives an 
account of a pigmy nation contending with the cranes ; and 
however the poet might be fuppofed to exaggerate, Athenzus 
has gravely attempted to confirm this. If we attend to thefe, 
we mult believe that in the internal parts of Africa there are 
whole nations of pigmy veings, not more than a foot in {tature, 
who coutinually wage an unequal war with the birds and beafts 
that inhabit the plains in which they refide. Some of the 
ancients, however, and Strabo in particular, have fuppofed all 
thelc accounts to be fabulous; and have been more inclined to 
think this fuppofed nation of pigmies nothing more than a 
{pecies cf apes, well known to be numerous in that part of the 
world, ith this opinion the moderns have all concurred ; 
and that diminutive race, which was defcribed as human, has 
been long degraded intoa clafs of animals that refemble us but 
very imperfectly, 

The exiftence, therefore, of a pigmy race of mankind, 
being founded in error, or in fable, wecan expect to find men 
of diminutive flature only by accident, among men of the 
ordinary fize. Of thefe accidental dwarfs, every country, and 
almott every village, can produce numerous inftances. ‘There 
was a time when thefe unfavoured children of nature were the 
peculiar favourites of the great; and no Prince or Nobleman 
thought himfelf completely attended unlets he had a dwarf 
among the number of his domeftics. Thefe poor little men 
were kept tq be laughed at, or to raife the barbarous pleafure of 
their matters, by their contrafted inferiority. Even in Eng- 
land, as late as the times of King James I. the court was at 
one time furnifhed with a dwarf, a giant, and a jefier : Thefe 
the King often took a pleafure in oppofing to each other, and 
often fomented quarrels among them,in order to be a cons 
cealed ipectator of their animolity. It wasa particular enter 
tainmegt 
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tainment of the courtiers at that time to fee little Jeffery, for 
fo the dwarf was called, ride round the lifts, expecting his 
antagonift, and difeovering in his a€tions all the marks of cons 
temptible refolution. 

In the reign of Charles I,a dwarf named Richard Gibfon, 
who was a page of the back ftairs, and a favourite at court, 
was married to Mifs Ann Shepherd, a lady of equal height; 
the King honoured this fingular wedding with his prefence, 2 _ 
gave away the bride. On this occafion Waller compofed the 
following lines : 


Defizn or chance make others wive, 

ss But Nature did this match contrive : 

«© Eve might as well have Adam fied, 

«© As fhe deny’d her littie bed 

To him, for whom Heav’n feem’d to frame 
«© And meafure out this only daime. 


c 


° 


‘ 


wn 


“ Thrice happy is that humble pair, 
« Beneath the level of all care! 
“ Over whofe heads thofe arrows fly 
« Of fad diftruft and jealoufy ; 
* Secured inas high extreme, 
«¢ As if the world held none but them, 


© To him the faire nymphs do fhow 
“ Like moving mountains t pp od wita {now 
“© And ev’ry man a Polypheme 
S Does tohis Galatea feem: 
“© None may prefume her faith to prove 3 
“ He proffers death that proffers love. 
“ Ah, Chloris |! that kind nature thus 
From all the world had fever’d us ; 
“ Creating for our! waar us two, 
As love has me for only you !” 


nw 
. 


. 


Each of them meafured three feet ten inches. This little 
pair were paiated at whole length by Sir Peter Lely. They 
had nine children, five of which " ined to maturity, and were 
well proportioned to the ufual ftandard of mankind. Mr. 
Gibfon’s genius led him pang , in the rudiments of which 
art he was inftrucied by De Cicin, matter of the tapeftry works 
at Mortlake, and ditti inguifhed by his drawings for feveral of 
the cuis to Oxgiivy’s Virgil, and Sandy’s Tranflation of Ovid. 
Gibfon’s 
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Gibfon’s paintings in water colours were well efteemed, but 
the copies which he made of Lely’s portraits gained him the 
ereateft reputation. He had the honour to be employed in 
teaching Queen Anne the art of drawing, and was {ent for 
into Hoiland toinftrud her fifter the Princefs of Orange. To 
secompente the fhortnefs of their ftature, nature gave them an 
equivalent in length of days, for he died ia the feventy-fifth year 
of his age, andhis wife, having furvived him almoft twenty 
years, died in the year 170g, at the great age of eighty-nine, 
In the year 1710, Peter, Czar of Ruffia, celebrated a 
marriage of dwarfs, which was attended with great parade. 
Upon a certain day, which he had ordered to be proclaimed 
feveral months before, he invited the whole body of his 
courtiers, and all the Foreign Ambafladors, to be pretznt at the 
marriageof apigmy man and woman. ‘The preparations for 
this wedding were not only very grand, but executed in a ftyle 
of barbarous ridicule. He ordered, that all the dwarf men 
and women, within two hundred miles, fhould repair to the 
capital ; and alfo infifted that they fhould be prefent at the 
ceremony. For this purpofe, he fupplied them with proper 
vehicles ; but fo contrived it, that one horfe was feen carrying 
a dozen of them into the city at once, while the mob followed 
fhouting, and laughing, from behind. Some of them were at 
firft unwilling to obey an order, which they knew was calcu- 
lated to turn them into ridicule, and did not come; but he 
foon obliged them to obey ; and, as a punithment, enjoined, 
that they thould wait upon the reft at dinner. 

Phe whele company of dwarfs amounted to about feventy, 
befide th 
in the extremity of the faihion, For this lithe company in 
miniature every thing was fuitably provided; alow table, {mall 
plates, litide giafles, and, in thort, every thing was fo fitted, as 
if ali things had been dwindled to the:r own ftandard. It was 
his great plealure to fee cheir gravity and their pride; the con- 
tention of the women for places, and the men for fuperiority. 
ne attem! ted to adjuit, by ordetin y that the molt 
diminutive fhould take the lead; but this bred difputes, for none 
would then confent to fit foremoft. All this, however, being 
atlaft fet:led, dancing followed the dinner, and the bali was 


opened with a minuet by the bridegroom, whofe height was 





e bride and bridegroom, who were richly adorned, and 
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exactly three feettwo inches. In he end, matters were io Cane 
trived, that this little company, who met together in gloomy 

{ * af ' C . 1! 
difguft, and with an unwillingnels to be pleated, being at lalt 
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familiarized to laughter, entercd into t iverfion, and became 
extremely {prightly and e entenstoing,' 

A dwarf of the name of Coan was exhibited in almoft 
every part of England, for fome years. He was likewife 
brought upon the ftage of one of the London theatres, where 
he was contralied with a giant, each of whom fung for the 
entertainment of the audience. He died March 28, 1764, 
at Cheilea,. 


ed 


(To be continued.) 





ACCOUNT of a REMARKABLE CROW. 


HE following fingular fa& is well authenticated.—~A 
crow taken trom,its neft while fcarcely yet fledged, was 

fed fora feries of years in the houfe of Me.E nmerfon,a pub 
lican, at Swallwel ti, i in the county of Durham, and at Jength 
became fo periedtly domett icated, as to be fuffered to roam at 
large round the whole neighbourhood, where it was liberally 
fupplied with provifions by every ciild that came in its way, 
from whofe hand it fed withthe utmoft confijence and frees 
dom.—One year, however, early in the fpring, Mr. E. and his 
family were greatly furprized and chagrined at the difappeare 
ance of their feathered favourite, fulpecting fome perton had 
ftolen or deftroyed it; but their furprife and pleafure were 
much greater, when at the approach of the following winter, 
they witneffed the return of their fable friend. Here it cone 
tinued inits wonted manner during the inclemency of the 
weather, and again took its departure i n the fucceeding fpring, 
remaining abient all the fummer and autumn, For 2 great 
length of time has this faitn ul bird purfued its annual excurfion 
at the cummencement of the vernal feafo mn, and {till continues 
ater. Sometimes during the 








to return at the eve of hoary wi 
fummer it is obferved perched upon trees in the vicinity of 
the village, when the inhabitants invite their old acquaintance 
down by the lure of a picce of meat or bread, which it obtains 





alighting upon their fhouiders, and picking out of their hands. 
It may be neceflary to oblerve, that this crow, in its infancy, 
« é 4 


received a very (evere injury in one foot, by being accidentally 





trodden upon, which rendered it lame ever afte:wards 5 and 
this circumftance, of courfe, made the bird remarkable, and 
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ANECDOTES of the DUC DE LIANCOURT. 





HIS nobleman, acknowledzed formerly by the title of 
Due de Liancourt, although he does not now claim it, 
even by courtefy, for he is a modeft, as well as a good man, 
was one of the members of the States-General, and joined 
the majority of the clergy, and the minority of the nobles 
when they met-—for they never united with the Tiers-ctat or 
Commons. Notwithftanding this, the Duke was perfonally 
attached to the King; and it was he who, at one o’clock of 
the morning of the 15th of July, 1789, firft informed Louis 
XVI. of the capture of the Baftille ! His Majeity was ab- 
folutely ignorant of the event, when his Minifters left him, at 
eleven o'clock on the preceding ewening; they carefully con- 
cealed it (for it is ridiculous to fuppoie them unacquainted 
with fo important a tranfadtion) from the deluded monarch. 
Tbe Duke having learned the particulars, by means of two 
deputies, who had be.n prefent, inftantly few from the Af- 
femuly tothe palace, and entering the privy chamber, ailclofed 
the fatal fecretto the King, “ Qu’ai je done fait pour que le 
peuple séleve contre moi?” dit -il avec une douleur prof onde mais 
calne, “* Qwil life vet moat dans ma confi le ty &F al verra 
fi jamais il a eu un meilleur ami, fi depuis que j'ai le droit de m’oce 
cuper de fon bonheur, mon cacur a jamais eu une autre penfée.” 

This would have done great honour to his Majefty’s heart, 
were it not one of the beft afcurtained facts in hiftory, that he 
had prepared an army, at this very moment, under M. de 
Broglio, on purpofe to chaitife the Parifians, and ftifle the in- 
fant cry of liberty. 

On being brought back a prifoner, after his flight to Va- 
rennes, he exclaimed, in the {fame fixain to the Du ke: $6 4h! 
fej eus atteint le but de mon vayage, le peuple auroit vu_/: je meritos 
fes foupcons && jon injuflice !? Now itfeems evident that / but 
de voyage was to titow himfelf into the hands of the Aultriaas 
and Emigrants, as his brother, Monticur, did, who fled at the 
fame time, and efcaped by taking a different road, 

M. de la ab oat Pes surt foon after left France, 
and was lucky enodgh to ariive fafe in England, Pre'erring 
the country to the capital, he took up his refidence at Bury 
St. Edwuid’s, in Suffolk; but he has fince gone over to 
America, whence a publication of his has appeared, on the 


Improvement of the er minal Code in Pennflylvania, 
v hen Louis XVI. ike our Charl s I. was doomed to une 
dergo a public pei the Duke addrefled a letter to Darrerey 
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then Prefident of the Affembly, dated November 19th, in 
which he offered to become his defender, at the bar of the 
National Tribunal. On the 20th of December, 1792, he 
wrote a letter to M. Malefherbes, who had been chofen by 
Louis, as his advocate, in which he endeavoured to depict his 
character, as that of an amiable and philanthropic fovereign ; 
exclaiming at the fame time, “ 4h! f la facrifice de ma vie 
oft utile au bonheur de la France, j’y Juis preparé !”? The trath 
is, that Henrietta Maria, contort of Charles I, and Maria 
Antoinette, the partner, not only of the bed, but the occupier 
of the throne of Louis XVI. occafioned the cataftrophe of 
both. Louis was not unacquainted with his own foibles, for 
the Duc de Liancourt has feen a MS. in his Majefty’s hand- 
writing, in which he freely depicted his own character, and 
particularifed his good qualities, and even his faults 5 in which 
he recounted the obftacles he had met with, and endeavoured 
to furmount, in his own difpofition; the views with which he 
afcerded the throne ; the plans he had refifted; thofe he was 
enabled to execute, and thofe he did not dare to undertake. 
To fuch a difpofition, had he either added fortitude, or been 
lucky enough to have been furrounded by a prudent confort 
and virtuous counfcllors, he might have rivalled the only two 
good princes of his family, Henry 1V. and Louis XII. while 
all the crimes of the other Bourbons would have-been effaced 
by his glory. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
Fr AUGUSYJ,, 1796. 
FRANCE, 

OWEVER extenfively the principles of French demo- 
cracy may be fuppofed to have fpread, the conduct of the 
prefent French Executive Directory is by no means calculated 
to recommend them. Their uniform oppreffion, even of thofe 
who furrendered in hopes of being mildly treated, is by no 
means a temptation to others to partake of the fraternal em- 
brace. It is not the name of a government that will recom- 
mend it to mankind, if under it fubftantial happinefs is not to 
be enjoyed. The high founding words, liberty and equality, 
will but poorly compenfate to the main body of the French 
nation for the mad excefles in which the Jate revolution in that 
country has involved them, Humanlife is too fhost to allow 
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the fame generation to be witnefs of the beginning of fucha 
convulfion, and the permanent reftoration of tranquillity. 
Toall human appearance, the ftate of affairs in France is ftill 
very unftable. At prefent they principally {ubfift on plunder ; 
and that plunder as as likely as any thing whatever to overturn 
them, by the general indignation which it will infallibly excite 
againft them. The French have again and again plundered 
the poor Flemings, Dutch, and Germans. The grand fcene 
of their rapacity, at prefent, is Italy. They make it no fecret 
that itis their intention to extend the {phere of their devafta- 
tions. They require from the cities and diftri€s they poffefs, 
to furnifh them with immenfe contributions of fhoes, horfes, 
oxen, waggons, monéy, and provifion, to help them on their 
way to farther mifchief. ‘Thus the infatuated and divided 
nations afift the common enemy to cut each other’s throats, 
Had the contributions made by all the cities and ftates to the 
French, in the courfe of the prefent war, been united for com- 
mon prefervation, lefs than half would have fufficed to repel the 
moft audacious attacks of the robbers. What infatuation to 
expe@ fecurity from invafion by bribing the invader! The 
French feem now to grafp at the plunder of every peaceable 
and commercial ftate in Europe. The ports in Italy; Lifbon, 
Hamburgh, Lubeck—every mart of commerce is the object 
of their rapacious cupidity. London wouid be their firft ob- 
jet, if the Britith nation did not hold them in defiance. As 
-to Hamburgh, Lubeck, and other inferior places in the fame 
quarter, it will not be fo eafy a matter for the French to feize 
them dire€tly ; but they may throw them, or permit them to 
be thrown, into the hands of the King of Pruffia; from whom 
they will demand, and obtain, an equivalent, for the purpole 
of compacting their territories on the Rhine. 

As to the internal affairs of France, the war in La Vendée 
is quite at an end; and the Jacobins, as appears from the 
efcape of Drouet, a& with a tolerable degree of moderation. 
This, it isto be obferved at the fame time, is but an equivocal 
fymptom, It may be cither a proof of confidence in eflas 
bliibed power 5 or of fear of a formidable advertary. 


tT #* & F. . 

The invaders of Italy ftill continue to hew fome indications 

of a with to eftablith themfelvcs in Italy. They fortify Vee 
rona, notwithftanding the reclamations of the Venetians. 
‘They place general officers over the Cufcan troops, as well as 
over tie Piedmontefe, The infolence with which they behave 
would 
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would feem rather to be a proof that they had no intention of 
kecping their conquefts; for the paffions, efpecially among 
fo volatile a people, often prevail over the dictates of faund 
wildom, 

The prefent Pope feems to be one of thofe complying 
characters who are difpofed to make a virtue of neceflity. He 
prudently confidered that refiftance on his part was altogether 
vain. Heexhorts his fubjects not to revile or moleft the 
French. What a wonderful contraft does this afford to the 
conduct of his predeceflors a few centuries ago! But alas ! 
the glory is departed! No longer do the thunders of the 
Vatican make the moft powerful monarchs tremble! No 
longer are the bullsand interdictions of the Head of the 
Church Roman and Apoftolick treated with religious refpect 
and obeyed implicitly and indifcriminately. “There is realon to 
fear that the prefent age is fo far from being a fuperftitious one, 
that it is highly tin@ured with the other extreme, that of trea- 
ting with indifference, and even with contempt, the firft and 
greateft blefling by which a rational being is or can be diftin- 
guifhed—true, rational religion, in its moft beautiful form, 
equally free from childifh fear on the one hand, and a profane 
prefumption on the other—pure, unadulterated Chriitianity. 

Something like true fpirit fhines forth in Naples. The 
Neapolitans prepare vigoroufly to defend their country 5 nor is 
there a doubt but they will be able, if they have even tolerable 
firmnefs and perfeverance, with the aid of their climate, and 
diftance from the main arfenals and magazines of their 
enemies, to do it with effect. The difunionof Italy as well as 
that of Germany, fubjects it for atime to the French yoke; 
which, however, cannot be lafting. 


GERMAN Y. 


The eleQoral and other Princes of the empire have nego- 
ciated, or are negoviating, a peace with the French under the 
mediation of the King of Pruffia. The Auftrians abandon 
the {tates and Princes to their folly and their fate, and concen 
trate their forces for the prefervation of the hereditary domi- 
nions. ‘The {maller ftates firit, and then the greater in Lower 
Germany, are likely to be fwallowed up piece-meal in the 
Pruffian empire; if this itfelf is not divided among the 
Ruffians, Swedes, and Auftrians.x—A new and moft dangerous 
mode of making conquefts has fprung up in our times— 
Congueft by partitioning politicians, without a drop of blood, 
212 Tais 


a. 














212 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


This engine of power abfolutely threatens the flavery of 
Europe. 
an @ oS; Fs, 
If war fhould take place between Great Britain and Spain, 
the Ruffians would, no doubt, fenda ftrong fleet to co-operate 
with our’s inthe Mediterranean. 


SWEDEN ad DENMARK. 


The Danes, look eagerly for fome fhare inthe fpoil of the 
north-eaft of Germany. Their objec is, no doubt, Lubeck. 
In the prefent feramble the late King of Sweden would not 
have been an idle fpectator, The councils of Sweden, at pre- 
fent, as ufual with national councils under regencies, feem to be 
wholly pacific. 


HOLLAN D. 


The Dutch have added one to the multiplied proofs, that 
commerce and wealth alone cannot, for any great length of 
time, maintain political independence, It required Dutch in- 
duftry, perfeverance, and patience, to recover and preterve their 
moarihes from the fea. Perhaps the revolution of France is to 
produce even a revolution on tne furface of the earth, by reftor- 
ing the maritime provinces to the tyranny of theocean, The 
poor Dutch appointed faft days, and poured forth their groans, 
where they did not expect to be heard by Frenchmen—in their 
churches. Their tyrants, however, it would feem, have been 
acquainted with their manoeuvres; for they have, foon after 
thofe falt days, abolifhed, in the United Provinces, the predo- 
minant church, or eftablithed religion. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Some fortunate circumftances brighten up the gloom arifing 
from the general refleStion jult made on wealth and commerce, 
to Great Britain. Her infular fituation ; her large extent of 
territory, not yet by any means brought nearly to the utmoft 
height of cultivation, and in many places wholly unculti« 
vated ; and the number, extent, and importance, of her foreiga 
ferttlements, 

The refources of Britifa power are of fuch a nature that, 
though remote from each other in point of local fituation, they 
are approximated by facility of communication. The ocean, 
which divides the territories of the Britifh empirc, unites its 
refources, This is an arrondijfément of its kind, though on a 
grand feaic. ‘The Cape of Good Hope is our halfway-houfe 
tu 
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to India,at all times the grand fource of lucrative trade. The 
reduction of Columbo, again, completes the chain of our 
eaftern dominions, which now happily embrace the whole of 
that peninfulas Even the immenfe army that we are obligec 
to keep on foot in India is a fortunate circumftance, if we have 
regard, as we ought, not to gain only, but to the ftability of 
empire. This nourithes, in the Britifh youth, a military 
fpirit; and while mercantile habits, and the acquilition of 
fudden wealth, tend to enervation, the neceflity of maintain- 
ing the grand {pring of our commerce by the force of arms, 
breeds up a race of foldiers, Nor,to complete the felicity of 
our relative fituation to India, do our friends remain for life, 
and plant colonies there, in the procefs of time, to be eftranged 
from the parent country, but return, with their fortunes, to the 
places of their nativity. 

Mr. Hammond, a gentleman of great abilities, and emi- 
nently calculated for a negociator, has been fent to Berlin, to 
mediate a peace under the aufpices of the King of Pruffia. 
His miffion is faid to have proved completely unfuccefsful, and 
the tone of the Pruffian Monarch to have been not cnly 
peremptory but infolent. Certain it is that the ambitious 
views of Frederick William are likely to receive fub{tantial 
gratification from his alliance with the French, who, as a 
reward for his defertion of . his allies, will {pare no pains to give 
him fatisfaction. The Emperor, however, is ftill faithful to 
his alliance with Great Britain, and fuftains the arduous con- 
Ai, under very trying and difaftrous circumftances, with a 
magnanimity that does him honour, and which feems to afford 
the only hope that a mutual peace may be brought about be 
tween France and him, in conjunéten with this country, on 
terms not too much in favour of the French, notwithftanding 
the numerous fuccefles their ousbers have obtained for them. 

The retreat of Dumouricz from the Low Countries pre- 
fented, in our opinion, a fit opportunity for a pacification. 
Asto the proper mode of conducting the war, it was our 
uniform opinion that the plan, faid to have been recommended 
by Lord Moira, of bending our main force directly again the 
republicans, andin fupport of the loyalifts ia Bretagne and 
Normand}, ought tohave been adopted, inftead of frittering 
away our ftrength in picce-meal aid tothe confederates. Now 
that the infurrections in La VenJéeare entirely quathed, our 
game on the coutinent is up, What is the reiult, to this 
country, of the whole war, ccatine :tal, and naval and colonial ? 
Of the coatinental war, lofs ani dilgrace ; difgrace, not to 
our 
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eur arms, but to our political councils: Of the naval and 
colonial war, on the wholes of glory and advantage ; though 
this advantage, again, is to be weighed in the fcale with the 
bcavy expence by which it has beea purchafed. 

The King of Pruffia has lately paffed through Hanover, 
and received the compliments of the towns and other corpora 
tions,on his route. Is this a circumftance in which the fertile 
genius of Quidnuncscan find any matter for political fpecula- 
tion? Perhaps itis in contemplation to purchafe the peace and 
independence of Europe bya ceffion of Hanoverto the King 
of Pruffia, A very great pastof the Britifh nation, perhaps a 
majority, has at all times confidered our connexion with 
Hanover asadead weight on this country. Perhaps it was 
Hanover that inenfibly and gradually involved us in the war. 
* Our baneand antidote are both before us.” If Hanover 
brought us into the war, let Hanover bring us out of it. By 
ceding to the Prudian monarch (to whom, according to prefent 
appearances, it is likely fooner or later to fall) that electorate, 
on the condition of repreffiag the French within their old 
fimits, its prefent fovercign would confult the welfare of Great 
Britain and of Europe; and, by a ftroke of policy fo generous 
and fo fublime, render his name immortal. Would it be 
difficult to perfuade the court of Berlin, for fuch a boon, fo 
much greater than any that France would, or could offer, ta 
move for the reftoration of his own family and influence in the 
Seven United Provinces? It is only by new meafures that 
nations can be extricated from perils in new and unprecedented 
fituations, 





The UNFORTUNATE ELEONORA. 
4 SCRAP. 


OU have feen this miferable being—every perfon who 
has frequented I{tington, or Canonbury, or Highbury, or 
places adjacent, and many perfons in London, are acquainted 
with her perfon.—A dul!, dreadful melancholy has long fince 
feized her, and her mental faculties are gone—the once gay 
-leonora, formerly turrounded by friends and acquaintance, 
who loved and refpected her—the, who in her own houfe, and 
in her own gardens, in her native town of Watford, ufed to be 
the fource of happine{s and conftant gaiety—is now become 
the outcaft of fociety,afolitary wanderer, clothed with filthy 
rags, and fupported by precarious cRarity—a total ftranger toa 
6 bed, 
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bed, repofing at night in a barn, or a hovel, or under a hay- 
rick, and not unfrequently, in damp and cold weather, obliged 
to take up her abode in the public ftreets! You fee her 
folemnly and filently paffing along by the fide of the New 
River—you fee her fearching the dunghill for the accidental 
fcraps which the affluent or the carelefs may have thrown away 
—or at her full length, extended by the fide of a pond, affua- 
ging her thirft. You feel an intereft in her fate—you afk her 
quettions, but can get no anfwer. The hand, which in happier 
days touched the harpfichord or attuned the guitar, and which 
is {till white and delicate, receives your boon, but it is never 
folicited, and is often refufed.—Such is, indeed, the fituation 
of the loft Eleonora !—She (et out in life with the faireft prof- 
peGs——fhe was grown up when her furviving parent died, was 
feft in affluence, and was univerfally carefled.—She was, how 
ever, not fufficient guarded in her general conduct, and through 
the villany of a perfon now living, ber charater was loft and 
her fortune difipated.—She was, of courfe, deferted by her 
original friends, and the has been for many years the affeQing 
abje& you now fee her.—May the fate of Eleonora be a leflon 
toher fex, and may her feducer feel and repent of the injuries 
he has done her ! L. 
Canonbury, near London, Auguft 29. 





ANECDOTES of M. DEMORANDE. 


E was formerly editor of the Courier de Londres. He 

came over to this country, and publifhed a book that 
made great noife, called Le Gazetier Cuiraffe, containing 2 
varicty of fcandalous anecdctes of the miltrefles of that very 
contemptible and debauched monarch Louis XV. 

The French court being determined upon revenge, fent 
Over an exenrpt, with orders to {pare neither trouble nor ex- 
pence to fecure the libeller, and convey him to the Baftille. 
On his arrival in England, in the charaCter of a gentleman 
who had fled from perfecution, he found means to get intro- 
duced to M. Demorande, and affecting to compafionate his 
fituation, as a perfon expofed to the malice and intrigues of 
the French n.iniftry, proffered him the loan of a fum of money. 
This was accepted by M.D. with many expreffions of grati- 
tude; but he completely outwitted his countryman, although 
one of the moft fkilful officers belonging to the police ct 
Paris, for he applied to Sir J. Fielding, and {0 frightened this 
fatellite 
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fatellite of Madame du Barré, that he was nappy to efcape 
ve infeGla. 

Soon after the commencement of the American war, M. 
D. received a penfion from Lord North of about 300). a year, 
in confequence of which he refigned the editorthip of the 
French new(paper, and retired to Stanmore, in. Middlefex, 
where he took a {mall houfe in the cottage ftyle, and cultivated 
a beautiful flower garden, which was furnifhed with a fine 
colletion of foreign roots. 

When the French revolution took place, he returned after 
a long abfence to Paris, and publithed a weekly gazette, called 
L’ Argus Patriste. He entertained a violent diflike to Briflot, 
whom he hated both perfonally and politically, and endeavoured 
to injure bim in the efteem of his countrymen, but without 
effect. This circumftance, perhaps, and this alone, faved his 
life under the monarchy of Robefpierre. He now repairs daily 
to the Palace Reyale on crutches, and, being a man of fome clo- 
quence, entertains thofe arcund him with his opinion of the 
events of the time, and the great men of the day. 


—-— SF? + 


IMPORTANT NAUTICAL DISCOVERY. 
Gentleman of Edinburgh has difcovered the caufe of the 


variation of the magnetic needle ; and alfo, through his 
theory, has conftruéted a compafs, which ftands invariably 
due north and fouth, on all parts of the globe.—The navigator, 
by this wonderful difcovery, can always fteer a true courfe ; 
and the engineer or furveyor will always meafure correct angles 
to the true meridian. The inventor has termed it Azimutal. 
By being compared with the common needle, it indicates the 
true variation, What is moft extraordinary in it is, that any 
quantity of iron, placed at one yard diftance, does notin the 
leaft affet it. The inventor has a needle, which indicates 
the latitude by its dip, andhe will foon be abie to produce 
another, by which the longitude fhall be difcovered through an 
equable variation of go degrees Eaft, and go degrees Weft. 
The inventor, it is fufpected, introduces magnetifm with an 
apparatus fimilar to that of eleciricity, by conductors.—He 
has fhown his apparatus toa few confidential friends, and his 
magnet Carries 200 weight. Theazimutal has been proved 
on land and fea, both eaft and weft, and anfwers every purpofe 
for navigation. By comparing it to all dials it is perfedtly 
correct, and when placed in an azimuth compafs-box, the 
ebfervations of amplitudes fhow at once its nature and utility. 
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A WHIMSICAL CIRCUMSTANCE, 


Corn-factor, an Alderman of London, the other day 

having invited a dozen bakers, his cuftomers, to dine 

with him, jut as they were fat down to dinner, had a parcel 

brought him by the Southampton coach, which he (after apo- 

logifing to his company) opened before them, and found it to 

contain a very large halter, and twelve of a {maller fize, with 
a note, defiring it might be ferved up with the defcrt. 





¥ 


An ANECDOTE, 


os remittances from the country, fince the commence- 

ment of the dog-tax, of dead dogs to Mr. Pitt’s houfe 
have been fo numerous, that a few days ago his porter refolved 
to prote/f againft the admiffion of any more. He had not long 
come to this refolution, when a carrier rapped with another 
balket. Go away (fays the porter,) I’lltake in no more 
bafkets of that kind.” But whatam I to do with it? faid 
the carricr. S* Keep it yourfelf,” rejoined the porter. “ Do 
any thing with it, but I infift upon your not leaving it here,” 
and flapped the gate in his face. ‘The carrier trudged home 
again with his bafket, and confidering himfelf now fole pro- 
prictor of it, opened it, and pulled out as fine a fide of verifon 
as any park ever produced. He recollected the porter’s pofi- 
tive injunction. He did keep it—had his friends to eat it, and 
was very merry on the occafion. 





Anfwer, by Thomas Bullock, of St. Columb, to H. K.’s Enigma, 
inferted ‘January 25. 


FIRE-SHIP is the dreadful thing you mean, 
As in your hard enigma may be feen. 





reed er ce = 


Anfwer, by T. Greenflade, of Chard Academy, to W. Zillwecd's 
Rebus, inferted May 10. 


sk feafon that appears in view 
Is furely WIN TER—fo adieu ! 

*+* We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
of Exeter; John Sibly, of Cardinham; P, Hoare, of Stoke 
Vou, XXVIII. 707. 2K Climfland; 
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Climfland; J. B. Membury, of Plymouth Dock; R. I. of 
Gulval; W. Maddick, of Rattery; Noah Coles, junior, of 
Crediton; Tom, of Litkeard; T. Bullock, of St. Columbe; 
and J. Williams, junior, of Penryn. 


4n ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Shepton Mallett. 


Neer i pe YOUTHS! tis difficult to find! 
The ufe I am by all-wife Heaven defign’d ; 
The hardy lowing ox, and bleating theep, 

My vivid weight with them do always keep; 
Birds of fma'l fize or large, both wild and tame, 
Aquatic, airy, or the {poitiman’s game, 

My pendant fubftance do with them convey, 
Either acrofs the land, or o’er the fea; 

With funcry kinds of filhes I have been, 

And by the buty cook I’m often feen. 

Man keeps me with him every day and night; 
I’m feidom from him brought to public fight. 
When pious Job was ftricken with the rod 

Of the Omnipotent and Gracious God, 
Pour’d out of him I was upon the ground, 

As in that facred hift’ry may be found. 

With crue], pois’nous afps I clofe am pent, 

As Zophar ftates to Job in argument, 

When Jefus Chrift was crucified, the Jews 

Me witha certain liquid did infufe, 

That he, the Mighty God, might undergo, 

A larger fhare of undeferved woe. 

When Simon thought a gracious gift to buy, 
From Peter’s mouth he had a fmart reply,— 
That wickednefs indeed did him befet, 

And.in my naufcous tafte he was compleat, 


#4* We fhould be glad to oblige T. W. by the infertion of his 
elegy, but it is too imperfect to be fit for publication. 

t*+ The profe enigma on the letter E is received, but as feveral 
on the fame fubjeé? have already appeared, the infertion of it would 
be ufelefs. 

*¢* Communications for the Weekly Entertainer may be fore 
warded by the newfmen, free of carriage. 
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For the Wecxty ENTERTAINER. 
Tx D U.S &. 
HE fumis fet: The profpec gently fades: 


The earth and air are dark’ning with the fhades 


Of dewy eve; which wets the herbs and flow’rs, 
Folding their leaves beneath its drowfy pow’rs. 


Black clouds hang low’ring in the humid air ; 
No moon, nor ftar, nor any planet fair 

In glitt’ring beams theds its effulgence bright, 
To cheer the dufk of the approaching night, 


Mute are the birds : The unrivall’d nightingale 
Has ceas’d to charm the foreft with her tale; 
Huth’d is the breeze: The lonely grove is till : 
The flocks and herds are filent on the hill: 
Thofe village belis, that founded thro’ the vale, 
Lend not their mufic to the parting gale. 


A thoufahd views are like a fingle fcene; 

Tho’ various hills and dales may intervene. 
Such boundlefs grandeur roufes the fublime, 
Which marks the printlefs fteps of {pace and time. 
The filence of this folitary hour 

Prepares the mind to fee! its fov’reign pow’r, 
That, while excluded other trivial things, 
Exalis its daring flight on radiant wings 

To one Sublineft Being, o’er al fupreme, 

Of fongs in Heav’n, the everlatting theme! 
One lofty hill, of ali the country round, 

With thady brown lift, the horizon’s bound. 
Thecottage fmoke afcending from the plains, 
Blends with the mift, that on its brow detains ‘ 
Its ling’ring courfe, the harbinger of rains. 


Such gloom excites the fentiments of woe ; 
And bids the genial tear of pity flow; 

And thrills the living fibres of my heart ; 
And melts th’ heroic to the humane part. 


Sweet is the contraft of this calm retreat, 

And of the town, the diffipated feat 

Of thronged theatres, and crouded balls, 

Where mufic’s ttrains, and dances fhake the halls, 


The fhroud of night envelopes here the tky : 
The world recedes completely from the eye: 





A prefage 











e200 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


A prefage of th’ inevitable hour, 

When man fhall bow co death’s refiftlefs pow’r: 
As now I hope to fee to-morrow’s ray, 

May brighter hopes adorn my final day ! 

In other regions of celeftial clime, 

To tafte delights immortal and fublime. 


For THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINERe 
To Mi/s HH EKRERE see Truro. 


EACE and content are from my bofom fled, 
Thofe dear companions of my younger days ; 
‘thro’ pleafing paths where fportive fancy led, 
Their influence beam’d with conftant, mildeft rays ; 
Calm and ferene were then my hours of reit, 
Sweet were my flumbers, and my thoughts compos’d ; 
No grief corroding did invade my breaft, 
Nor anxious cares my happinefs oppos’d ; 
Each welcome day in chearful mirth was {pent, 
No banefual paffion harbour’d in my mind; 
I grateful own’d the gift that fortune lent, 
Nor envy'd thofe, for higher ranks defign’d. 
Ah! happy days! alone by mem’ry known, 
Which brings to view the joys I once poffe{s’d ; 
Joys which for ever far from me are flown, 7 
For ————’s charms have robb’d my foul of reft._ - 
All pow’rftul love, without a rival reigns, 
With eager fondnefs and miftaken zeal, 
Thail’d the tyrant, and embrac’d his chains, 
Nor fear’d thofe pangs which now alas! I feel ; 
I told my love, yet told it her in vain ; 
Unmov’d fhe heard the language of my heart ; 
Pleas’d with her pow’r, fhe triumph’d in my pain, 
Nor deign’d the wound to heal, or eafe the imart. 
Yet cruel charmer! one kind word beftow 
On him who loves you to a fond excefs ; 
Whofe foul with tend’ref fentiments doth glow, 
And all whofe aétions do his love exprefs ; 
Elfe from the world, in fome reclufe abode, 
I’ll fecret mourn the caute of all my woe ; 
A heart too tender Heaven on me beitow’d— 
For tho’ you flight me, itill twill fonder grow. 
Auguft 24, 1796+ 


a > — 








Written Impromptu on a young Lady’s giving a Gentleman the Lié 
in public Company. 
yee the manners of the fair 
Are alter’d much from what they were, 
Te us’d to be “* Oh Fie !” 

But Peggy now is older grown, 

And thinks her manners better fhewns 
By crying ‘* What a Lie.” 
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